
What to Do When All Else Fails 



Joseph was a very handsome and well-built 
young man, and Potiphar’s wife soon began 

to look at him lustfully … 
 

~ Genesis 39:6-7 

Joseph refused.  “Look,” he told her, “my master 
trusts me with everything in his entire household.  No 

one here has more authority than I do.  He has held 
back nothing from me except you, because you are his 
wife.  How could I do such a wicked thing?  It would 

be a great sin against God.” 
 

~ Genesis 39:8-9 
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She kept putting pressure on Joseph day after 
day, but he refused to sleep with her, and he kept 

out of her way as much as possible.  One day, 
however, no one else was around when he went in 
to do his work.  She came and grabbed him by his 

cloak, demanding, “Come on, sleep with me!”  
Joseph tore himself away, but he left his cloak in 

her hand as he ran from the house. 
 

~ Genesis 39:10-12 



If your eye – even your good eye – causes you to 
lust, gouge it out and throw it away.  It is better for 

you to lose one part of your body than for your 
whole body to be thrown into hell.  And if your 

hand – even your stronger hand – causes you to 
sin, cut it off and throw it away.  It is better for you 
to lose one part of your body than for your whole 

body to be thrown into hell. 
 

~ Matthew 5:29-30 
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