


Then the mother of James and John, the sons 
of Zebedee, came to Jesus with her sons.  She 
knelt respectfully to ask a favor.  “What is your 

request?” he asked. 
 

She replied, “In your Kingdom, please let my 
two sons sit in places of honor next to you, one 

on your right and the other on your left.” 
 

But Jesus answered by saying to them, “You 
don’t know what you are asking!  Are you able 

to drink from the bitter cup of suffering I am 
about to drink?” 

 

“Oh yes,” they replied, “we are able!” 
 

~ Matthew 20:20-22 



Jesus told them, “You will indeed drink from my bitter 
cup.  But I have no right to say who will sit on my right 
or my left.  My Father has prepared those places for 

the ones he has chosen.” 
 

When the ten other disciples heard what James and 
John had asked, they were indignant.  But Jesus 
called them together and said, “You know that the 

rulers in this world lord it over their people, and officials 
flaunt their authority over those under them.  But 

among you it will be different.  Whoever wants to be a 
leader among you must be your servant, and whoever 
wants to be first among you must become your slave.  
For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to 
serve others and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 

 

~ Matthew 20:23-28 



Four Characteristics of a Real 
Servant 

 I.    A real servant sees service as an END, 
not a MEANS TO AN END. 

 II.   A real servant often FORGETS who he is. 

Though he was God, Jesus did not think of 
equality with God as something to cling to.  

Instead, he gave up his divine privileges; he took 
the humble position of a slave … 

 

~ Philippians 2:6-7 



Four Characteristics of a Real 
Servant 

 I.    A real servant sees service as an END, 
not a MEANS TO AN END. 

 II.   A real servant often FORGETS who he is. 
 III.  A real servant is just as willing to serve 

the UNDESIRABLE as he is the DESIRABLE. 



Before the Passover celebration, Jesus knew that 
his hour had come to leave this world and return to 
his Father.  He had loved his disciples during his 

ministry on earth, and now he loved them to the very 
end.  It was time for supper, and the devil had 

already prompted Judas, son of Simon Iscariot, to 
betray Jesus.  Jesus knew that the Father had given 
him authority over everything and that he had come 
from God and would return to God.  So he got up 
from the table, took off his robe, wrapped a towel 
around his waist, and poured water into a basin.  
Then he began to wash the disciples’ feet, drying 

them with the towel he had around him. 
 

~ John 13:1-5 



Four Characteristics of a Real 
Servant 

 I.    A real servant sees service as an END, 
not a MEANS TO AN END. 

 II.   A real servant often FORGETS who he is. 
 III.  A real servant is just as willing to serve 

the UNDESIRABLE as he is the DESIRABLE. 
 IV. A real servant is always ON DUTY. 



As Jesus and his disciples were leaving Jericho, a large 
crowd followed him.  Two blind men were sitting by the 
roadside and when they heard that Jesus was going by, 
they shouted, “Lord, Son of David, have mercy on us!” 

 

The crowd rebuked them and told them to be quiet, but 
they shouted all the louder, “Lord, Son of David, have 

mercy on us!” 
 

Jesus stopped and called them.  “What do you want me 
to do for you?” he asked. 

 

“Lord,” they answered, “we want our sight.” 
 

Jesus had compassion on them and touched their eyes.  
Immediately they received their sight and followed him. 

 

~ Matthew 20:29-33 




